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2013, will be seen as a year of increased worldwide economic 
growth, fuelled by the U.S. recovery and the new expansionary 
monetary policies of large central banks combined with existing 
policies.  Despite a few political (bipartisan conflict in the U.S.) and 
geopolitical conflicts (Iran, Syria and North Korea) which affected 
the stock markets at certain times of the year, the measures 
implemented by the various central banks restored investor 
confidence, which caused the global stock markets to rise and 
exceed their record peak of 2007 (pre-crisis period).  As for the 
Canadian stock market, it lagged behind U.S. markets for the third 
year in a row.  This was due to the low price of gold and the effects 
of the Chinese economic slowdown on the price of commodities.   
 
The bond market was strongly influenced by the announcements 
made by U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) president Ben Bernanke.  In 
May, he hinted at a possible reduction monetary stimulus by the 
end of the year, which led to a significant rise in interest rates 
worldwide, which in turn caused the value of bonds to go down.  
Four months later, the Fed considered that recent economic results 
were not strong enough and was concerned about the effects of 
rising mortgage rates on the U.S. recovery.  It decided therefore to 
delay scaling back (or delay “tapering”) its asset-purchase program.  
This decision came as a surprise to the financial markets.  This 
announcement led to a recovery in the bond markets everywhere in 
the world including Canada.  
 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF YOUR INVESTMENT STATEMENT 

Kwe, Ai, Kuei,Waachiyaa, Kwaï,Wwelta’ sualul, Wachiya,  
 

We are pleased to present to you the investment statement for your NBP defined contribution pension plan as at December 31, 2013. 

 

EXCELLENT YEAR FOR  
GLOBAL STOCK MARKETS 

RBA DEFINED CONTRIBUTION  
PORTFOLIO YIELDS 
(at November 30,2013) 

RBA Conservative Portfolio  8.91% 

RBA Balanced Portfolio  9.51% 

RBA Growth Portfolio  12.92% 

RBA Aggressive Portfolio  16.43% 

YOUR PERSONAL FILE ON  
THE INTERNET 

Personal information on your NBP defined contribution plan is 
available at all times through reserved and secure access. You 
may consult your data from the Home page of our website at 
rbagroupefinancier.com.  
 
Your personal file contains your contact information, 
investments, transactions and monthly returns.    
 
You can also contact Customer Service for information on your 
investments, to make changes to your personal file (address, 
beneficiaries, etc.), to inform us of a termination of 
employment or retirement, or to make an additional 
investment.   

 

C U S T O M E R  S E R V I C E   

1 . 8 0 0 . 3 2 0 . 4 8 8 7  
 

In closing, the RBA Financial Group thank you for your trust and wishes 

you the very best for 2014! 

 
Sylvain Picard, CPA, CA, CGA, ASC, Adm.A. 
General Manager 
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Annexe 1 

 
 

A.M. Best Reconfirms the Credit Ratings of SSQ,  

Life Insurance Company Inc.   

 

A.M. Best Co. reconfirmed the credit ratings assigned to SSQ, Life Insurance Company Inc. The credit rating agency published the results 

of its analysis and has assigned, for the second consecutive year, a financial strength rating of “A- (excellent)” to SSQ, Life Insurance 

Company Inc.  The agency has also assigned an issuer credit rating of “a-“. The outlook for both ratings is stable.   

 

SSQ’s dominant position in Quebec’s group market, consistent and solid earnings as well as adequate levels of capitalization are the 

factors that contributed to obtaining these credit ratings.  Moreover, A.M. Best believes that SSQ Financial Group’s diversified value 

proposition, enhanced by the rapid integration of its new subsidiary, SSQ Insurance, positions the company well to gradually increase its 

market share outside of Quebec.  

THE WORLD IS YOURS… 

discover two new global funds 

 

All investors seek to maximize their return and minimize risk.  To that end, 

investing outside Canada, whatever the asset class, is a strategy worth 

considering.   

 

Why? Because investing globally gives investors opportunities in all markets.  

They benefit from the fact that global securities don’t all react the same way to 

an event, which serves to decrease the portfolio’s volatility. 

PIMCO GLOBAL BOND 

This fund combines two strategies; a global advantage strategy and a diversified income 

strategy.  The fund draws on the best income ideas of PIMCO, a firm employing over 700 

investment analysts and research professionals.  The fund is the ideal complement to 

Canadian bonds as it increases portfolio diversification and can even replace an entire 

existing bond portfolio thanks to its comprehensive strategy.   

 

PIMCO is one of the largest fixed income investment managers in the world.  As at September 30, 2013, it has $2,000 billion in assets 

under management and 2,500 employees located in 11 countries around the world.  Founded in 1971 in California, PIMCO aims to be 

and remain the best fixed income manager in the world.  By combining top talent, state of the art technology and a long-term 

investment approach, it works worldwide to consistently deliver superior performance.  Since its creation, PIMCO has been an innovator 

in the fixed income industry.   

 

 

TD GLOBAL DIVIDEND EQUITY 

This TD fund is managed by Epoch Investment Partners, a firm with over US $29 billion assets 

under management and a great deal of expertise handling US and global securities.  Investors 

benefit from Epoch’s unique perspective on the long-term drivers of shareholder return, i.e., 

payment of dividends, share buy-backs and debt reduction.  Its unique investment approach 

focuses on the generation and allocation of free cash flow, which allows the manager to better understand the strength of companies 

and so generate more stable returns.   

 

TD Asset Management Inc. (TDAM) is one of Canada’s largest investment management firms offering a full suite of investment 

management solutions.  TDAM appointed Epoch Investment Partners Inc. (Epoch), a wholly owned subsidiary of the Toronto-Dominion 

Bank and an affiliate of TDAM, as sub-adviser for some of the funds it offers, including the underlying fund to the ASTRA TD Global 

Dividend Equity Fund.  Founded in April 2004 by experienced professionals, Epoch is a leading global asset management firm with a 

strong capital structure, robust infrastructure, and transparent business practices.   

 

 

 

 

 



    

  

   

NAME CHANGE FOR MFS MCLEAN BUDDEN 

 

Since November 1, 2013, the asset management firm MFS McLean Budden has been conducting its business, 

activities in Canada under the name MFS Investment management Canada Limited, aligning its Canadian 

operations with the company’s global brand.  MFS is a global asset management firm serving corporate clients in 

overs 75 countries.  The name change does not affect any investment practices of business processes.   

 

Consequently, the ASTRA MFS McLean Budden U.S. Equity Fund was renamed ASTRA MFS U.S. Equity Fund. MFS is also the manager of 

the ASTRA Money Market Fund. 

 

 


